This well-produced book records the lives of two American anesthetists who happened to be in the right place at the right time to initiate strong departments of anaesthesia. M. T. (Pepper) Jenkins came to Dallas, Texas, where the Park Memorial Hospital anaesthesia was provided by nurses under the direction of the surgeons. Adolphe Giesecke, Pepper's successor, presents a very readable account of the early years and steady development of the department, emphasizing the remarkable support by the McDermott family for anaesthesia education and research. Jenkins worked with Shires, Moyer and others in promoting the use of larger volumes of intraoperative saline rather than colloids, and influenced many visiting staff both from the U.S.A. and other countries, including Australia. His achievements are confirmed by the many awards he received. Particular mention is made of his part in the attempted resuscitation of President Kennedy. Many Australian anaesthetists will remember his visit to our hospitals when he displayed his remarkable facility for remembering names, and an unexpected facility for producing an appropriate slide when involved in discussions about a wide range of anesthetic problems. Giesecke's record is well worth reading.
Francis Foldes' story is an autobiography. His early years in Budapest were very difficult, as Jews were being persecuted, and he was fortunate to be able to migrate to North America in 1941 where he was looked after initially by the Robinson family who had met him at the Sanatorium in Hungary. He worked initially with Professor Henry Beecher at Boston, Massachusetts and then was invited to develop a department in the Mercy Hospital at Pittsburgh. Despite initial resistance from some of the surgeons he persisted in demanding proper recognition and support for his department, and initiated research particularly on the new drug succinylcholine and the plasmacholinesterase which hydrolyses it, and the development of 2-chloroprocaine which is also rapidly hydrolysed by the cholinesterase. In due course he attracted many visitors from America and overseas, including Tom Torda and the late George Davidson, and he later became influential in founding and presiding over the World Federation of Anaesthesiologists. He later moved to the Montefiore Hospital in New York, and his successor at the Mercy Hospital, Ephraim Siker, has added a short postscript of Foldes' later life and continuing intense involvement in writing and research when he visited Holland and lived in Miami.
The story reveals a man of great ability and drive with an intense belief in his conception of anaesthesia. As so often happens, some of the pharmaceutical agents he explored have been superceded, but his writings influenced the development of the specialty both in the U.S.A. and overseas, especially Japan. The Wood Library Museum of Anesthetic History should be congratulated on presenting his story in this handsome volume. Although not mentioned by Siker, Francis Foldes' hospitality was as memorable as his anaesthetic attainments, and his home set in spacious grounds at Westchester was a delight for visitors to his department at Montefiore. These two memoirs will be of especial interest to Australian anaesthetists who knew Pepper and Francis. For those who joined the specialty later, the stories reveal some of the problems encountered by these pioneers and how they overcame them.
N This compact volume claims to integrate current knowledge about "risk, data management systems, pathophysiology, the clinical examination, cost effective diagnostics, and methods for optimizing patient status preoperatively".
The book consists of 20 chapters by various authors, the majority of whom are based at Harvard Medical School. The chapter layout is consistent, each chapter commencing with a brief outline of its planned coverage, then continuing with a discussion of the topic under clear headings, and finishing with a case study relevant to the chapter topic. References include original articles and larger texts. Tables and figures are clear and plentiful. Some overlap between chapters does occur but the book is reasonably easy to read. Each author reviews extensively the literature pertinent to the topic and offers guidelines based on this review, which makes the manual a more helpful and satisfying read than many texts which merely review without committing to an opinion on "how to do it". Guidelines are flexible without reverting to a "recipe" style approach.
The first chapter, entitled "Risk Assessment and Risk Modification", firmly puts the book in perspective, emphasizing the dependence of outcomes on multiple factors, which include the experience of operators and the systems factors specific to the site.
The book goes on to discuss preoperative testing followed by chapters dealing with specific systems, the Paediatric Patient, Psychiatric Issues, and some miscellaneous and anaesthetic issues. Chapters 17 to 19 deal with the organization of a preoperative evaluation centre, development of practice guidelines and preoperative data management. These chapters are very practical in their approach, and while possibly biased toward a North American and hospital-based approach, have useful concepts which will be thoughtprovoking for most interested readers.
The final chapter consists of a number of case studies, in an attempt to embrace the shift towards "problem-orientated learning".
The attempt by this book to have an evidencebased approach to preoperative assessment and management and the inclusion of organizational guidelines make it a relevant and up-to-date reference when increasingly anaesthetists have to embrace the advantages and disadvantages of same day admission for surgery. The concepts it introduces are useful as a starting point for those wishing to organize their practice to meet the challenges of new demands on the anaesthetist by hospitals and surgeons, and parts of the book could be thought-provoking for those contemplating research in preoperative assessment and management.
This book represents reasonable value for money at $U.S.39.95, and while not a "must have", I feel it would make an interesting addition to both personal and departmental libraries.
S. PARNIS, Women's and Children's Hospital, Adelaide, S.A.
Principles and Practice of Obstetric Anaesthesia.
A. Holdcroft, T. A. Thomas; Blackwell Science Asia Pty Ltd, PO Box 378, Carlton South, Vic. 3053; $240.00; 175x250 mm; pp. 466; ISBN: 0-86542-828-X.
The authors, Anita Holdcroft and Trevor Thomas, are two well-known English anaesthetists who have collaborated to produce a textbook based on the title and concepts developed over five classic editions by J. Selwyn Crawford, the guru of British obstetric anaesthesia, who died in 1989. They have maintained the same easy and highly readable style of their predecessor and covered their subject comprehensively. All the expected chapters are included, but in addition there is useful information on Immunity and Infection, Drug Abuse, Fetal Medicine and Obstetric Complications.
There are numerous tables, flow charts and figures included in the text and these are mostly extremely clear and concise. I have only two minor criticisms. One is that some of the references in a couple of chapters are a little dated, although this does provide a certain quaintness at times; for instance a reference from 1963 informs the reader that "A water load drunk by a parturient in a standing position appears as an increased leg volume of 500-600 ml".
The descriptions of the various anaesthetic techniques are very thorough and precise, but I would like to have seen adrenaline included in the list of drugs recommended in the treatment of total spinal block.
The publishers appear to be uncertain exactly whom this book is aimed at, with the back cover suggesting that "this is a book for the specialist in obstetric anaesthesia", whereas their web site claims "this book is aimed primarily at trainees". In fact, as the authors state, this book will be useful for both registrars "as well as those with a more profound interest in obstetric anaesthesia". The relatively high price may deter trainees from buying their own volume, so that departmental libraries may have to buy more than one copy! It will be essential reading. Selwyn Crawford would have been proud of the "birth" of this new classic.
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